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From the Pastor's Desk: 
“The Baptized Community” 

 

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!                                
And that is who we are!”       (1 John 3:1) 

 

Have you noticed all the infant/child baptisms and dedications that we have experienced lately in our church?  
It sure has been fun.  What a privilege to declare the truth of 1 John 3:1 as we hear from God’s Word that we 
are each saved by God’s grace and only by His grace. 
 

But the acts of Baptism and Dedication also declare that we experience God’s saving grace in 
the context of the Christian community.  It is the church, the community of believers to-
gether, that baptizes.  And therefore, the parent(s)/guardian(s) make promises to raise the 
child in the church and the church (YOU) make a promise to help raise the child in the Chris-
tian faith.  To communicate this truth as clearly as possible, our church’s Leadership Team 
affirmed a guideline for child/infant baptisms and dedications in 2003.  One of the sections of 
this guideline states: 

 

The Baptism should take place in the Church in which the family is active. 

 There are exceptions to this rule, but parents are to be encouraged to have their children   
baptized in the congregation of which they and their children are currently a part.  One of the     
distinctive and lovely parts of our Covenant service comes when we as a congregation promise to 
“do our part in receiving and caring for this child as one of Christ’s own.”  We do not (as we say) 
“leave the responsibility for the Christian nurture of the baptized child to the parents alone.” We 
take part of that responsibility upon ourselves as a believing community.  In a situation in which 

the child is clearly not going to be part of that congregational life, this promise be-
comes obviously problematic.  Either we have to leave it out, or we are forced to 
make the promise knowing full well that we will be denied the opportunity to fol-
low through on it—understanding as we do that we are unlikely to ever see that 
child again.   
 Usually, the desire to have a child baptized in a specific church for numer-
ous reasons may seem perfectly understandable, but the most important thing in 
evangelical infant/child baptism is the family of God.  While it is true that not 
every child who is baptized at a specific congregation is going to spend his or her 
entire youth in that congregation, in most cases that congregation will have ample 
opportunity to make good on the promises that are made during the course of the                
baptismal/dedication service. 

 

Conclusion:  It is about God’s grace and being active in God’s Family of Believers 
There is much understandable and appropriate sentiment surrounding the birth and baptism 

of a baby.  But baptism is not primarily a matter of sentiment.  It is a matter of God’s grace and our 
response to that grace.  Baptism points us to the majesty and mystery of our salvation.  Infant/child 
baptism in particular causes us to reflect upon Jesus’ statement, “Unless we become like little     
children, we will not see the kingdom of God.”  It is an act of the Christian Community, in                
relationship with the child being baptized and with his/her parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 

Every family that has brought a child for baptism or dedication in the last six months has affirmed, for them-
selves as well as their child, that this is the community of faith where they want to grow in Christ.                        
They have been present for several months before the baptism/dedication to confirm this. 

So my encouragement to you is this: Get to know these families.  Embrace them and their child(ren).                       
Fulfill the promises that we have made to God and to each other as we help each other claim the truth that               
we are the “children of God.” 



MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, October 3rd    8:00 am 
All men are welcome to attend this monthly break-
fast on the first Saturday of each month. The        
October breakfast will be the organizational break-
fast for the new year, so please bring any ideas, 
opinions, and comments about activities for the 
coming year. To RSVP, call Don Alger by               
Thursday, Oct. 1st. 

Real Men’s Newsletter 
If you’re not already getting this newsletter by                      
e-mail, you can sign up by going on the church's 
website (www.communitycovenant.com) and check-
ing the “Men’s Ministry” box. If you have questions, 
please ask John Miltner or Jeff Caylor.  Print copies 
are available on the table in the narthex. 

ENCOURAGING WORDS MINISTRY 
Saturday, Oct. 3rd    9:00 am 

 Would you like to make a small difference in 
someone's life within our church community?  Are 
you able to offer encouragement and support to 
someone undergoing difficulty?  How about giving 
someone a pat on the back for a job well done?  Is 
that something you think you might be able to do for 
one hour per month?   
 The Stewardship Ministry Team is offering 
that opportunity on October 3rd from 9:00  – 10:00 
am in the Church Library. Our Encouraging Words 
Ministry sends cards to the above mentioned people 
and more. For questions, please talk to John or Beth 
Miltner. Hope to see you there. 

COVENANT KIDS CLUB 
Friday Oct. 2nd and 16th 

 Kids in grades 1-6 are invited 
on these two Friday nights in October 
to come to the Covenant Kids Club 
from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. We’ll have 
song singing, game playing, snack 

eating and lesson learning. If you loved VBS, you’ll 
love the Covenant Kids Club. So, come along and 
bring a friend!!!! 
          Parents, if you have questions, please call 
Jolie LaValle at 508-577-9291 or email her at:           
joliemorin@yahoo.com 
�

NEW ENGLAND SEAFARERS MISSION                                           
Sign up now for visit October 11th 

By Special Request 
 At our visit and great work day on August 
28th Chaplain Steve Cushing told us he would be 
visiting here at Community Covenant Church on 
Sunday, October 11th and would love to take some 
of us back with him to serve visiting seafarers at the 
Black Falcon site. He will leave our church right 
after worship is over and hopes to open the mission 
at 1:00 pm.  Time will probably be 1- 4 pm. 
 If interested, please sign up NOW on the 
clipboard on the table in the Narthex so we can let 
him know if we can help. Two drivers are needed. 
Thank you.            Karin O’Connor 

FROM PILGRIM PINES:                                   
MEN’S FALL RETREAT 

October 9-11, 2009 
“Renew, Rest, Worship, Wrestle with God” 

 Great teaching & worship.  Great food & 
fellowship. Lots of laughter & fun! 
 We encourage groups of men to use this re-
treat as part of your church’s ministry 
for men. Come and be refreshed. 
Come and be renewed.  Call 603-352-
0443 or visit www.pilgrimpines.org 
for further information. Sign up today! 
 

FALL FAIR ITEMS   
 If you have finished items for the 
fair or items for the silent auction, please 
bring them to the church no later than 
October 3rd. 
 We also need volunteers to make 
items for the bake table. There is a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board to the right 
of the ladies room in the narthex.  

 Themed Baskets for the Fair 
 Would you be interested in put-
ting together a themed basket for the  
fair?  Rachael Stewart is  looking for  
people to donate!  Rachael has baskets 
available, small and large, if needed. 
Please let her know if you are willing, 
and what theme you are  interested in!   
 Some examples of basket themes: 
movies, cheese, gardening, cooking,        
ethnic (Swedish, Irish, etc.), kids or 
teens, games, sports….. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
October 18th 

 This Christmas, you can share the love and 
hope of Jesus Christ with a needy child in a country 
like Uganda or El Salvador by using a simple              
shoebox.  
 Operation Christmas Child is an easy               
missions project that every member and family can 
participate in by bringing a gift-filled shoebox.  On 
Sunday, October 18th, we will be introduced to this 
mission project and Operation Christmas Child              
brochures with  complete details will be available in 
the Narthex .  All shoe boxes must be returned to the 
church by November 8th. Questions??                                                              
Please contact Renie Ellis.  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
  The deadline for the November issue of the                          

CORNERSTONE                                                           
is October 19th at 2:00 pm. 

Items can be dropped at the church office,                   
or submitted electronically by e-mailing to:                                           

office@communitycovenant.com. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, October 17th      9:00 am 

Ladies Fellowship meetings are held on the third   
Saturday of each month.  We meet from 9:00 to 
10:30 am for a casual time of refreshments,  devo-
tions, discussion, and prayer for one another.  All 
women are welcome from any church or back-
ground.  Those of us who regularly attend soon 
come to feel a bond with each other as well as the 
blessings of support and  encouragement. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed on                                  

Monday, October 12th in observance of the                                     
Columbus Day holiday.  

COVENANT VILLAGE AUTUMN GALA 
Sunday, October 11th       5:00 pm 
Deadline to register: October 6th 

WHERE: Crowne Plaza, Cromwell, CT 
WHY: to support the “By Your Side” initiative at   
 the Covenant Village of Cromwell 
WHAT: Food, auctions, and special music by 
 GLAD, a contemporary Christian band.  
COST: $60. 
RSVP: See flyer in the narthex or                                  
 call 860-765-3045.  



NEWS FROM PILGRIM PINES 
 

               Mother Daughter Weekend 
          November 20-22, 2009 
Moms and daughters will enjoy a 
weekend of laugher, special                  
activities, & great Bible teaching,  
all in a setting surrounded by 
God 's  beau t i fu l  c reat ion .                   
Best of all, the memories made 
during this very special retreat  
will last forever! 

 

      Thanksgiving at The Pines 
              November 25-27, 2009 
Come and enjoy Thanksgiving at Pilgrim Pines. 
Great food. Great  fellowship. Worship together 
with  family & friends on  Swanzey Lake.             
No cooking, no cleanup.   Come and enjoy! 
 

Pilgrim Pines is in great need of one 12                 
passenger van and two gently used, lower mile-
age  minivans.  If you are interested in donating 

a van to the Pines, please contact the camp           
office  to make arrangements.      Thank you.  

UNION COFFEEHOUSE                                
SEASON BEGINS 

Saturday, October 24, 2009 
Doors open at 7:00 pm 

Admission $12. 
($1 discount with donation of                                     

non-perishable item for the Food Pantry) 
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“...catchy, pop friendly               

melodies support                        
keenly crafted,                              
hard-hitting                            

lyrics…”                                           
           Boston Globe 

 
With opener: Becky Chace 

Location: 105 Pleasant Street, East Bridgewater 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES - SESSION 2 
October 25 – December 13, 2009 

Beginning on Sunday, October 25th, two new Adult Sunday School classes will be offered                                          
so that you might continue to grow in Christ. The two classes will be: 

 
                             Book of the Bible – “Ruth” 
                       Class facilitator:  Frank MacLean    
Unlike most biblical history told from priestly, political or military perspectives,   
Ruth takes place in a simple rural context and is told from a woman’s point of view.  
This isn’t a great historical tale; it’s an inside look at the everyday life of common  
people.  It is a reminder to those who think history is determined by the rich and 
powerful:  God’s Kingdom is orchestrated by God Himself, and absolutely anyone, 
no matter how unlikely, can be an essential character in His plan. 

 
“Good $ense Budget Course” 

Class facilitators:  Joseph MacDonald &  Pastor Olson 
Regardless of your financial situation, a budget – what we call a Spending Plan – is the necessary and                     
fundamental tool that enables you to control your money rather than having your 
money control you.    The goal of the Good $ense Budget Course is for you to commit 
to and begin developing a biblically-based Spending Plan.  By the end of the course, 
you will have a Spending Plan in your hand, the knowledge in your head to implement 
it, and a commitment in your heart to follow through on it.  This course will give you                          
the theology and the practical tools to become free from the burden                                             
that finances often hold over us. 



PRAYER LETTER FROM JAY AND ELLEN HAWORTH, COVENANT MISSIONS IN JAPAN 
 “ Third Culture Church” 

             As parents of three third culture kids, the impact of culture on our family and ministry is a recurring 
subject of discussion.  In the case of our children, their experience of Japanese culture has significantly influ-
enced the way they look at the world.  While American, they see things through international eyes.  They look 
at people of different nationalities and cultures with a unique perspective.  In essence, their worldview has 
changed. 
             Ellen and I are currently reading a book by Dave Gibbons entitled “The Monkey and the Fish,” in 
which he discusses “The Third Culture Mandate.”  He describes it in this way:  “Third culture is the mindset 
and will to love, learn, and serve in any culture, even in the midst of pain and discomfort.”  Even in our           
Japanese church this third culture image challenges us to “celebrate the diversity of people and to serve       
diverse people, people who don’t look like us, don’t act like us, don’t talk like us, and don’t live like us.” 
             On Tuesday afternoon Ellen met with four women for a sushi lunch followed by an afternoon of   
English conversation.  Several of these women had recently visited a temple that specializes in healing for the 
elderly.  The healing ceremony involved pouring water over a statue, rubbing the statue with their hands, and 
then rubbing their own body to effectuate healing.  Syncretistic religious and cultural beliefs like these are 
strong in Japan and pose a constant challenge as we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Whether it is skin color, 
language, food, or religion, our world is very different than the one we grew up in.  That difference, however, 
actually opens opportunities to share about the Lord, join our brothers and sisters in their suffering, and be the 
Lord’s agents of mercy and compassion. (Matthew 25:40)  
 Ellen’s desire is to love these four friends and to introduce them to the redeeming and transforming 
power of Jesus Christ.  One of these women has a nephew named Kotaru who is very sick with abdominal 
cancer.  He is on his second round of chemo and not doing well.  Sakae is not only worried about his life, but 
also his 4 year old daughter and 7 month old son.  Masaki, another member of the group, suggested that Ellen 
pray for him.  Masaki had seen the Lord miraculously heal her sister, brother and nephew, and shared that 
“prayer really made a difference.”  Ellen tries to celebrate the differences in culture she finds in her friends, 
while also entering into their pain.  Two of her students have adult daughters who would love to find a mate, 
but are disillusioned over the way they perceive men treating women in Japan.  On Tuesday, Ellen focused on 
prayer to our living God and pledged to continue to pray for the needs of these dear women.  Our differences 
provide a unique opportunity to lay aside personal preferences and comfort and enter into the pain of others.  
God really works in that special place as we offer ourselves as his people. 
 Here are a few of our current prayer needs: 
· Kotaru (36 years old), who is suffering from abdominal cancer. 
· Akemi’s daughter, Lamb, who is being drawn into part-time work that subjects her to risk. 
· Someone to help with worship music at Kuki Grace Church. 
· The Alpha Series.  It is impacting our congregation and we hope to see that change translate into outreach. 
· Amy is back for her junior year at Fresno Pacific University.  
· Employment for our son, Jeff. 
 The summer has been a busy time for our family.  Amy spent several months with us here in Japan 
while completing two online courses.  She taught several English classes and was a wonderful help with           
hospitality when we hosted our Tokyo District pastors for a summer picnic at our home.  It was wonderful to 
be  together.  She is back at school now and resuming her fall schedule. 
 Dear friends, Thank you for your faithful support and ongoing prayer.  God has been so good to us,              
but the challenges continue.  Praise the Lord, so does his faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22,23) 
 Love and blessings,  Jay and Ellen Haworth                          August 27, 2009 

New e-mail Address: Jay-ellen.haworth@covchurch.org   
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CLOTHING AND SOCKS NEEDED                                           
 I am on the road to Boston once again, no 
more commuter rail, bus, T, etc. so I can again 
bring in good used clothing for the homeless. If you 
have any items, please let me know and I can  
pickup or  arrange transfer from car to car at 
church. We see more men than women at Health-
care for the Homeless, but some women's clothing 
is also welcome. New white socks and new under-
wear are very welcome, too.           Karin O’Connor 

THE TABLE AT ST. PAUL’S 
Next serving date: Nov. 7th 

 Last year we made a commitment to St. 
Paul's Table to come help serve the poor in down-
town Brockton. We have been twice this year and 
volunteers who went had positive experiences. 
Some helped out both times. If you have not been 
to St. Paul's Table yet this year, you have another 
opportunity to be a part of this ministry to the poor 
and homeless, right next door to us. 
 On Saturday, November 7th we will provide 
a meal to over 100 people at St. Paul's Table. We 
need volunteers to serve, cook, and help provide 
food items. Watch for the sign-up sheet in the Nar-
thex. 
 Thanksgiving will be here soon. Give 
thanks now and share of yourself and your goods.  

SLAVERY IS NOT HISTORY 
 We say that some are slaves to money, some 
are slaves to fame and accolades, and others are 
slaves to their jobs. Kevin Bales writes in Dispos-
able People: New Slavery in a Global Economy, that 
slavery is “the total control of one person by another 
for the purpose of economic exploitation.” Slavery is 
illegal in every country on the planet. Yet it exists. 
 Here in the United States, farm workers are 
housed in barracks and work under armed guard. 
Years ago in Thailand, girls were sold because their 
families faced starvation. Now because of consumer 
pressures, the sale of a daughter finances a new TV. 
Bales’ book outlines the cultural, religious and         
economic reasons for slavery in just five countries, 
but many more cultures participate in the slave trade.  
 To find out more, please read the book.            
Copies are available in the narthex. In the coming 
months, we will give suggestions on how to combat 
slavery. Meanwhile, check the websites 
www.freetheslaves.net and www.antislavery.org. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM DECLARES                          
OCTOBER IN NOVEMBER 

Your Leadership Team is pleased to announce that 
our annual October Congregational Meeting will 
be held on Sunday, November 8, 2009 at 1:00 
p.m., following a potluck luncheon.  This is one of 
the most important meetings of the year for our 
members as it includes election of the Church           
officers and leaders under our new Constitution, 
together with the Church budget for 2010.                
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Top 5 Reasons why the October Congregational 
Meeting will be held in November: 

5. Leadership Team is still following the    
Gregorian calendar. 

      4. Dana Cheney’s passionate speech:    
 “October?!  We don’t need no stinkin’          
 October!!” 
3. Marilyn Ballard told us that “gullible”    

wasn’t in the dictionary, and it took several 
hours of debate before we voted to estab-
lish a subcommittee to examine the feasi-
bility of studying all aspects of the various 
modalities involved with the relevant    
synergies centered upon such team-
building enterprises – or decide if we were 
being punk’d. 

2.  Dave Sawyer wants us to wait and see if 
we’ll be included in the next round of 
stimulus/bail out monies 

1.  2010 begins a complete change in leader-
ship size, method, and communication; it 
will involve a new method of creating and 
interacting with ministry teams, and            
creation of our budget.  We wanted the 
congregation to have a full 2 weeks to         
consider the proposed ballot and budget 
that will be reviewed by the Leadership 
Team at its meeting on October 20th, hence 
the delay in holding our “October”              
meeting.  

If you want the April Annual meeting to occur in 
April you could help us get a head start on  
“Who’s buried in Grant’s tomb?”  Frank MacLean 
 
�



FROM THE FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM 
 Two-thirds of the year has passed (latest figures available as I write this). Where does the 
time go?   When we put the budget together for 2009, we predicted expenses at this point would 
total $178,737.  The good news is that our actual expenditures have totaled $166,991 or $11,746 
less than anticipated. However, the budget calls for income from January through August of 
$174,308.  During this time, actual income totaled $168,223, a shortfall of $6,085.   
 During tough economic times, many people, businesses and charitable entities, including 
churches, have had to make significant cuts in order to make ends meet.  We praise God that as 
we continue to trust Him, He has continued to meet our needs.  As a body of believers, we have 

been faithful in our giving, even during the summer months when we often see a decline in church income.    
 A couple of you have taken advantage of our new electronic giving option.  You can now go to the 
church web site (www.communitycovenant.com) and click on “Tithe and Offerings.”  You may then make a 
one-time gift or a recurring (weekly, monthly, etc.) donation that will be withdrawn from your account                
electronically and deposited directly to the church bank account.  You may designate your gift to general funds 
or to any special fund you desire.  Confidentiality is maintained just as it is for giving by cash or check.  For 
some, this is a great way to make sure our first fruits go back to the Lord whether owe forget to write a check 
or are away from church for a week or so due to travel or illness.  If you’re curious about this option but you 
still have questions or concerns, please see David Sawyer (Financial Officer) or any member of the Finance 
Ministry Team.   
 Whether electronically or the good old fashioned way, as a church, we have been faithful in our giving 
and I remain confident that we will continue to give back to Him who has provided so abundantly to us all.  
        Thank you.      David Sawyer 

 During the month of October, you are 
invited to order Matt’s wood-roasted, organic 
coffee. 100% of the profits will benefit Sci-
ence with a Mission, Inc., providing diagnos-
tic tests to the developing world. You can 
order 12 oz. bags of beans or ground coffee 
after church or by mail with the form pro-
vided here. Your coffee will be roasted on 
October 28th.  You can choose to pick it up 
after church on November 1st (doesn’t get 
much fresher than that!), or we can ship    
directly to you. You can also sample Matt’s 
Coffee all month after worship!  
 To learn more about SMI, check out 
www.sciencewithamission.org or speak with 
one of the directors: Ruth Carrigan, Ted Ek, 
Donna Halleran, or Katie Sandford. 
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THE CORNERSTONE 

is a publication of 

Community Covenant Church 
400 Pleasant Street 

East Bridgewater, MA  02333 
Phone: (508) 583-3360 

E-mail:  office@communitycovenant.com 
Website: www.communitycovenant.com 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Donald C. Olson, Pastor 

Charles Dillingham, Minister of 
Music & Worship 

Susan Reilley, Accompanist 
Donna Costa, Administrative Assistant 
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