WEATHER ALERT!
During inclement weather, to find out if our
worship and ministry events are cancelled, turn
to television station WCVB, channel 5. Their
website, www.thebostonchannel.cqmwill also

have the closing information. You may also
sign up to have closing information delivered to
you by email or a cell phone text message.



From the Pastor’s Desk

“The Miracles of God”

I am writing this article while attending the Annullidwinter Conference for
Evangelical Covenant Church Pastors. It is alwapdessing to attend this conferenc
for continuing education, inspiration, and encoeragnt. So thank you for allowing A
me to attend! | always feel this is a gift fromuyand | am very thankful that you se
me to this conference.

I never know what | am going to be surprised by mvhattend the Midwinter Conference. It often cemea
serendipitous way. Sure it could happen in a claben listening to a good sermon, or during gveatship
but often it happens in the informal conversatibthe day.

Today was one of those days. Another CovenanbPasd | were having a conversation with Tim Smith
about his ministry. Tim and his wife Helen areegarCovenant Missionaries who have served in tipiBle

of Congo and most recently in Equatorial GuineaeleH and Tim have been in the United States on home
assignment for a little over one year and are nmpgring to go back to Africa to serve Christ ie Bepublic

of Congo.

So our conversation moved to a discussion aboutoffenness of people in Africa to the Gospel and
specifically Equatorial Guinea, compared to pedplthe United States. As the conversation contindém
said that the people of Equatorial Guinea are wpgn to the Gospel. This openness is partiallgteceby a
culture that believes in God and believes that Goels miracles today. His observation of the Un§¢ates
culture is that we have difficulty believing in raales...even in the Christian Church.

Is that true? Do we have trouble believing thaid@Gmes miracles? Has our emphasis on science and
intellectual understanding of life inhibited usfrdoelieving in miracles? | think Tim might be righ

For example: Someone has been diagnosed withausearase of cancer and was told that they wilbpldy
not live more than one year. Surgery is schedatetiwhen the surgery is performed, they can findanxer.
The healed person says it was God who did a miraBet what do we think? *“It must have been a
misdiagnosis.” Or, “there has to be some explandti A miracle is not our first thought. By theaw this is

a true story and the person has been cancer-fréedtve years.

So why is a miracle not a comfortable truth for usfe we afraid that if we call it a miracle anethdiscover
another explanation that we will feel foolish anmbarrassed? Is modern science and medicine air fir
choice and God'’s activity our second choice forlaxypng the unexplainable?

We believe in the miracle of the resurrection (fu¥e We believe that God is the same today as \ibsus
was raised from the dead. So why not believe id'&miracles today? God is still doing miracledap. We
just need to see them and claim them. They aréadtrstory today.

Maybe we have a lot to learn from our brothers siatérs in Christ who live in Africa.

Pastor Don Olson

“Heal me, hands of Jesus,
and search out all my pain;

Restore my hope, remove my fear,
and bring me peace again.”

(Michael Perry)




STEPHEN MINISTERS
INFORMATION NIGHT
Thursday, Feb. 4" 7:00 pm
Please join the Stephen Ministry Leaders in the
Church library on Thursday, Februar{} 4rom 7-
8 p.m. for more information on the Stephen Minis-
try series, and what it means for us here at Com-P
munity Covenant Church.
Donna Halleran, Karl Smith
and Pastor Don Olson

MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, Feb. 8' 8:00 am
All men are welcome to attend thi
monthly breakfast on the first Satur
day of each month. To RSVP,
lease call Tom Chiocca by Thursday, Féb. 4

ENCOURAGING WORDS MINISTRY
Saturday, Feb. &'

9:00 am

Would you like to make a small difference in

Covenant KIDS CLUB
February 5" and 26"  7:00 pm
Kids in grades 1-6 are invited on these two
Friday nights in February to come to the Covenant
KIDS CLUB from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. We’'ll have
song singing, game playing, snack eating and les-
son learning. If you loved VBS, you'll love the
Covenant KIDS CLUB. So, come along and bring
a friend!!!!
Parents, if you have questions, please call
Jolie LaValle at 508-577-9291 or email her at:
joliemorin@yahoo.com

VBS — HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION
Planning Meeting Sun. Feb. # 12:15 pm
Although there is snow on the

ground and we’re bundled up in winter

coats, it is time to start thinking about Vaca-

tion Bible School! This year’'s VBS will be

held during the week of August 2 -6 from
9:00 am to noon. We’'re excited to be using Groupligh Seas
Expedition” curriculum. It is a great program, ahgromises to
be a wonderful week for children as they exploeeriighty love
of God!

We’'ve scheduled our initial planning meeting fam8ay,
February # immediately following worship, and we are hoping
that all that are interested in being part of tingportant chil-
dren’s ministry will attend. If you have a desito share the
good news of Jesus’ love with the children in oburch and
community, we have a spot for you on our VBS teaid find
out more about this year's High Seas Expeditionmheplease
visit http://highseas.group.com.

We hope to see you at the planning meeting on Feb.
In the meantime, if you have questions, pleaseffeelto contact
VBS co-directors Betti Buzzee (bbuzzee3@yahoo.comiRuth
Carrigan (rwcarrigan@comcast.net).

someone's life within our church community? Are
you able to offer encouragement and support, c& giv
someone a pat on the back for a job well done? Is
that something you think you might be able to do
with just one hour?

The Stewardship Ministry Team is offering
this opportunity on Febuary"6 from 9:00 — 10:00
am in the Church Library. Our Encouraging Words
Ministry sends cards to the above mentioned people
and more. For questions, please talk to John dn Bet
Miltner. Hope to see you there.

CAMP SQUANTO
BROCHURES
Early Bird Registration: March 1 %

Looking for a great experience for
your child this summer?  Camp
Squanto needs to be first on your list.
Camp Squanto is our camp for chil-
dren/youth (completed 1 — 12"
grades) in Swanzey, NH. It might be
cold at Swanzey now but it will be a
hot experience in Christ this summer.
Pick up a brochure on the table in the
Narthex.

Look inside for special offers,
including $25 discount for early bird
registration by March®, and Family
Pack specials. Financial assistance is
also available.

Want to know more? See Jim or
Joann Cousin. They can give you all
the hot details, or go to
www.pilgrimpines.org
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LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, Feb. 28"  9:00 am

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each
month. We meet from 9:00 to 10:30 am for re-

freshments, devotions, discussion, and prayer for
one another. All women are welcome from any

church or background. Those who regularly attend
soon come to feel a bond with each other as well as
the blessings of support and encouragement.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the March 2010 issue of the
CORNERSTONEHSs Feb. 2% at 2:00 pm.

Items can be dropped at the church office,

or submitted electronically by e-mailing to:
office@communitycovenant

If sending by e-mail, please save as wordxir te

document with no formatting. Thank you.....

BLOOD PRESSURE
SCREENING
Sunday, Feb. 21 12:15 pm

-~ Please come to the library on the
W third Sunday of the month following
worship. Blood pressure screening is offered tp hel
us care for our health.

Men’s Ministry
PROVIDENCE BRUINS NIGHT
Reservation deadline: Feb. 24
for game on Friday, March 12"
Reserve tickets now!
Tom Chiocca is organizing a Providence
Bruins Night on Friday, March 2which will start
at 7:05 pm. Flyers and a sign up sheet will be out

soon, but we need at least 20 people to sign up to

take advantage of the discount ticket rate of $11 o
$12.

Please call Tom ASAP at 508-824-5717
before Feb. 24 to reserve your ticket(s) or email
him at twc88@comcast.net.We will
also be arranging car pools to go to RI
so we will need to know in a timely
manner how many will be coming.




December 23, 2009 _Prayer Letter from Jay and Ellerlaworth, Covenant Missions in Japan
(excerpts shared below—please see missions butleérd for full letter)
Dear Friends and Prayer Partners
Last night was very cold in Kuki, but the sky watslaze with shining stars. My though
were drawn to the shepherds that first Christmas lamw they must have felt when the an
appeared to them. “Don’t be afraid,” the angelamted. “I bring you good news of great joy th
will be for all the people...” As we remember thethiof our Lord, may this life-changing eve
dispel our fears and bring us a special joy and@eaHe is “Emanuel,” God with us.
Exercise Class Christmas Party
In recent weeks we have been looking for new waysecome more involved in our comm
nity, so when Ellen was invited to join a Japanesercise class, she jumped at the chance. T
first few weeks were really a “stretch,” but shessettled in and began making friends. Last w
Ellen invited seven women from this group to oumledfor a Christmas party. The entire class ¢
and had a delightful time writing down recipes,yol@ games and hearing about the birth of Je
as we shared about our family Christmas customslenBhade sure to invite all of these n
friends to our Candle Light Christmas Service thas scheduled for December 20...
Signing During Worship
We have been praying for opportunities for ministryour community, but we were a bit
C} surprised by how quickly that prayer was answer@demi, one of our church members,
C/“‘%‘Q/A]/.{\ has been active in a signing class in a neighbocomgmunity. Several weeks ago she

@ Qe fgb\ brought Takatoshi, a young man from one of herisgolasses, to worship. He can't hear

JERAIN

il ﬁjc or speak, but came armed with a note pad, so atrvparship conversation took place in

writing. He is very interested in English, so Jaynow continuing weekly contact via
e-mail, while Ellen plans on using some Speciarest Missionary (SIM) funds to purchase a Bilingsiale
for Takatoshi to use...Please join us in prayorg3od’s help as we share the Gospel with Takatoshi
Christmas Candle Service
On Sunday evening we held our Christmas Candlei@egrwhich was followed by a speci
meal and fellowship. Members shared music, gamdgdts during our festivities, but werqus
especially eager to welcome several guests fromnEllexercise and English classes.
Christmas worship also included signing for our rigend Takatoshi Koike... l E
Thank you for giving E E -
Throughout this past year many of you have remeetbas with special gifts, prayer support
and contributions toward our work here in Japane Widerstand that during these hard economic tyoes
giving is sacrificial and for that we are espegidhankful. God has faithfully provided for us Bdn Japan
and enabled us to serve on your behalf in this tifehnation. Of the many words of appreciation tvear
from our Japanese friends, this is most often he&rtlank you for coming. Thank you for loving 88 much
that you came.” Your gifts and prayer support makkework possible.
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more #idhwe ask or imagine, according to his power tisat work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in 8hdesus throughout all generations, for ever amdr! Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20
With love in our Lord, Jay and Ellen Haworth 394-14 Noguki Kuki-shi, Saitama-ken 346-0002 dapa
Email: jay-ellen.haworth@covchurch.org Web ditiép://web.me.com/jayellen.haworth/Site/Welcommlht

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM JOE DAVIS, MISSIONARY TO SWEDEN
1. That God would help me to be a good withessydamdlord and his wife.
2. For wisdom in planning the youth activities.

3. For Tobias -- that God would use him for Hislwaihd use this experience t
develop his gifts for further ministry.

4. That God would help me to maintain a close i@tship with Him, to avoid temptation, and|to
live as one who is fully surrendered to Christ.

My intention is to send this prayer update everg tmeeks, as well as a newsletter every quarter.

Thank you for your prayers. Your brother in Christ, Joe




WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY COVENAN T CHURCH LIBRARY!

The library will be open for borrowing on Sundagbfuary 21, just in time forLent, a season for
reading and reflection. Although we had a majok leathe ceiling of the library, the collection bboks was
not damaged. Carolyn Sheppard has used one @pir@ual gifts and went through each and every book to
catalog, categorize & prepare them for opening delye books are set up by category as follows:

who were or became Christian.

B Bibles/Bible StudyBibles of all types. Guides used to study or thatuss
specific Bible books or passages.

C Church:Books specifically about how to create a churtioua specific
denominations or what churches can do in the comityu

CL Christian Living:Books that give readers a specific how-to guidee@sed in

their everyday lives regarding issues such asngettoser to God, prayer or
I\ 1 spiritual disciplines.

CT Christian TeachingBooks that teach more about various aspects of
Christianity such as Jesus, early church follovegr€hristian beliefs.

D Devotional:Daily readings or short inspirational readings.

F  Fiction: Novels or short stories about Christianity/legdinChristian life or with
a specific Biblical plot line.

FR Family RelationshipsBooks with Christian based teachings or discurssabout
parenting, marriage or relationships.

M Missions: Books about missions/missionaries.

SH Self Help:Books that give readers a specific how-to guidéagkling issues such
as addiction or management in a Christian based wa

SJ Social JusticeBooks addressing difficult issues such as capitalghment,
global warming and poverty and how to get invdlve

A list of books by title and author will also beadable. Just complete the check out sheet angl tak
some books home! If you have any comments or questplease speak to Carolyn Sheppard or your
‘Leadership Team. .

STEPHEN MINISTRY EXPANDS CAREGIVING AT COMMUNITY CO VENANT CHURCH

Karl Smith, Donna Halleran and Pastor Don Olsomewa&mong 385 participants at a one-week
Stephen Series Leader'’s Training Course (LTC) frelth January 10-1% 2010, and hosted by the St. Louis
based Stephen Ministries organization. Particpaame from 39 states and Canada to learn howgdl@im
ment and direct Stephen Ministry, a system of @lanscare giving, in our home congregations.

Stephen Ministry gives Community Covenant Church edfective way to train and organize
members to provide one-to-one Christian care toviddals struggling with a crisis like grief, divee, lone-
liness, relocation, hospitalization, a terminaies or unemployment. The need for this type @ geeatly
exceeds what Pastor Olson alone can provide. WiisGans are called to care for and love one aotiit’'s
not just the pastor’s job. By equipping laypeopke can help them fulfill their calling as Christeaand also
expand the amount of caring ministry available gigto Community Covenant Church.

Karl Smith, Donna Halleran and Pastor Don Olsonmewtained as Stephen
Leaders at the event. One of our next steps witblrecruit, select, and train others (b0
hours of training) to be Stephen Ministers, thesomfo will provide one-to-one care.
We will then match each Stephen Minister with adividual in need of care and pro-
vide the Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervisaad continuing education.

One of the highlights of the LTC was that peoplarf 248 congregations seét
aside their differences and became unified in glsimission: equipping laypeople for
life-giving ministry, by providing care for thosehe are hurting. Please look for
upcoming articles, information, seminars, and ways can become involved in this
caring ministry.

l"“ A Autobiography/Biography/MemoirsBooks written about specific persons
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