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From the Pastor’s Desk: 

“A Personal Letter to the Congregation about Stephen Ministries”   

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Community Covenant: 

At the Congregational Meeting held on November 8th, our congregation decided to enroll in the Stephen Series 
system of lay caring ministry.  This ministry has been developed over the past thirty years by Stephen Minis-
tries, a nonprofit religious and educational organization based in St. Louis, Missouri. Enrolling will enable us 
to develop a lasting program of caring ministry through the Stephen Series system of training and organization. 
This model of ministry is already working in thousands of congregations throughout North America and is 
equipping laypeople to minister to others who are in need. 

 

We took the first step by voting to join Stephen Ministries.  The second step was for the Leadership Team to 
seek God’s leading in selecting the Stephen Leaders.  We are honored to announce that Donna Halleran and 
Karl Smith have accepted this call to be our Stephen Leaders.  From January 10th – 16th, Donna Halleran, Karl 
Smith and I will be attending a one-week Stephen Series Leader's Training Course in Orlando, FL.  Don’t get 
too excited about the warmer weather…we will be sitting in meetings all day long.  At this training course, we 
will receive the instruction and materials necessary to implement and sustain this program of lay caring minis-
try here at Community Covenant.  We are really looking forward to this opportunity. 

 

After we return from the Leader's Training Course, our worship celebration on January 31st will be an opportu-
nity to hear more about Stephen Ministries and to commission Donna and Karl as Stephen Leaders.  By March 
1st, a group of lay people from our congregation will be selected to be Stephen Ministers and they will under-
take 50 hours of training in Christian caring skills under the guidance of our Stephen Leaders. This training 
will prepare the participants to care for others, covering such areas as how to listen effectively, how to deal 
with feelings, how to use traditional Christian resources in caring, how to maintain confidentiality, how to deal 
with people experiencing crises, and many other areas of concern. A Christ-centered approach to caring and 
the need to care for the whole person will be stressed throughout the training. 

 

Upon completion of this Stephen Series training, these lay caregivers will be commissioned as "Stephen    
Ministers" and will become an important part of our caring ministry. Then, the Stephen Ministers under the 
guidance of the Stephen Leaders will provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care for people experiencing 
challenges in their lives such as hospitalization, loss of a loved one, loneliness, divorce, unemployment, birth 
of a child, and many other life events during which a person could benefit from an effective helping and caring 
ministry. 

This will be an exciting time for us as a congregation. The Stephen Series both multiplies the amount of caring 
ministry that goes on in our congregation and deepens the level of participation by lay people in the healing 

ministry of Jesus Christ. If you have questions about this new 
ministry our congregation is undertaking, please feel free to ask 
us.  In the meantime, I would like you to keep Donna, Karl, and 
me as well as our whole congregation, in your thoughts and 
prayers as we prepare for this major step forward in our lay car-
ing ministry. 

   Serving Christ and you, His people,  
        

                        

 

 



 

OFFICE CLOSED 

The church office will 
be closed on Friday,                      

January 1st for                          
New Year’s Day. 

MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, Jan.  2nd    8:00 am 
All men are welcome to attend this monthly breakfast on the first Saturday 
of each month. To RSVP, please call Tom Chiocca by Thursday, Dec. 31st. 

 
ENCOURAGING WORDS MINISTRY 

Saturday, Jan. 2nd  9:00 am 
 Would you like to make a small difference in someone's life within 
our church community?  Are you able to offer encouragement and support, 
or give someone a pat on the back for a job well done?  Is that something 
you think you might be able to do for one hour per month?   
 The Stewardship Ministry Team is offering this opportunity on 
January 2nd  from 9:00  – 10:00 am in the Church Library. Our Encourag-
ing Words Ministry sends cards to the above mentioned people and more. 
For questions, please talk to John or Beth Miltner. Hope to see you there. 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
January 3 – March 28, 2010 

We hope you can join us as we grow in God’s Word and with His people in three exciting classes 
that will be offered during Session 3 of this school year’s adult electives. 
 
“Hazards of Being a Man: overcoming twelve challenges” 
 Facilitators:  David Sawyer & John Miltner 
 A CLASS FOR MEN:  When the opportunity comes to learn from some-
one else’s mistakes instead of making your own, take it! Men have been strug-
gling with the same problems since biblical times. The Bible is filled with stories 
of men facing the hazards that we still face today. We will be using this book to 

tackle the twelve hazards that all men face and how we can live a more godly life. We will com-
bine Bible reading about prominent and obscure biblical heroes with discus-
sion of Pastor Miller’s book in this thirteen week class. 
 
“Exploring Women and Friendships through Biblical Examples” 
 Facilitators:  Audrey Rubin & Beth Stewart 
 A CLASS FOR WOMEN:  Our goal is two-fold:  we want to look at 
women in the Bible and at our relationships with each other as women.  Too often, there are 
women who are physically with us, yet never feel connected to the community, in fact, who may 
feel very much alone.  As women, we relate in very different ways and have a great opportunity to 
grow and learn from and with each other.  Come join us as we explore our friendships with each 
other and learn about some wonderful women in the Bible.   
 
“A Book of the Bible - 2 Corinthians”  
 Facilitator:  Pastor Olson 
                    2 Corinthians is probably Paul’s most personal letter as his “pastor’s heart” 

comes to the surface.  This letter to the church at Corinth is stained with Paul’s 
blood, sweat, and tears.  To know this letter is to be moved by Paul’s life.  What 
is most striking, however, is not what his letter reveals about Paul, but what it 
says about God.  Paul’s theology is embedded in his passion for the gospel and 
in his joy and agony over those who do and who do not embrace the Good 
News.  Join Paul on his passionate faith journey. 
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     HAPPY BIRTHDAY  JANUARY 2010  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Debi Lindsey  4 
Brian McCarthy 5 
Madelyn Newberg 5 
Seth Gillis  6 
Mabel Sawyer  6 
Kersty MacLean 11 
Ashley Caylor  14 
Logan O’Brien 17 
 

    Jared Fitzgerald           18
    Pat Gillis            20 

David Sawyer   20 
Karen Alger   21 
Molly Lanagan  21 
Thomas Parenteau, Jr.  21   
Lucky MacLean  22 
Robert Wallace  27 
Sandra Brown   31 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, Jan 16th    9:00 am 

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each 
month.  We meet from 9:00 to 10:30 am for refresh-
ments,  devotions, discussion, and prayer for one 
another.  All women are welcome from any church 
or background.  Those who regularly attend soon 
come to feel a bond with each other as well as the  
blessings of support and  encouragement. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
     The deadline for the  February 2010 issue of the    

CORNERSTONE is   January 25th at 2:00 pm.  
    Items can be dropped at the church office,  or 

submitted electronically by  e-mailing to: 
         office@communitycovenant 
    If sending by e-mail, please save as word or text  
    document with no formatting.                      

                                                  Thank you….. 

Covenant KIDS CLUB 
January  8th and 22nd                       7:00 pm 

 Kids in grades 1-6 are invited on these two 
Friday nights in December  to come to the Covenant 
KIDS CLUB from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. We’ll have 
song singing, game playing, snack eating and lesson 
learning. If you loved VBS, you’ll love the Covenant 
KIDS CLUB. So, come along and bring a friend!!!! 
          Parents, if you have questions, please call Jolie 

LaValle at 508-577-9291 or email her at:  
joliemorin@yahoo.com 

 

 RECYCLE OLD CELLPHONES  
Please deposit used cell phones and chargers in the 
green and white collection box in the narthex to 
benefit the Good Deed Foundation. This 
group    provides lasting solutions for 
women and families in poverty, and for 
climate change. Community     Covenant 
Church women who attend next year’s  
“Triennial Conference” will report back 
on the total number collected.                

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 

 The following financial update is current 
through the end of November 2009, using the latest 
figures available as this is written. 

• Income budgeted through 11/30/09 
 $239,674 

• Actual income through 11/30/09 
 $236,148 

• Amount below budget (income)   
 $    3,526 
• Expenses budgeted through 11/30/09 

 $241,343 
• Actual expenses through 11/30/09 

 $227,664 
• Amount below budget (expenses)   
 $  13,679 
 If our end-of-year giving is as strong as it has 
been in recent years, we should finish 2009 in good 
financial health. 
 Giving statements will be mailed before the 
end of January.  Thank you for your faithfulness in 
supporting God’s work.  Please remember to keep 
church finances in your prayers, giving thanks for 
His faithfulness. 



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

MEET JOE DAVIS  

 Joe Davis visited us last summer telling us of his call to be a short-term missionary to                 
Sweden. For four years he had felt burdened for the people of Sweden. He prayed for the people of 
Sweden and for God’s will for his life. He was educated in the Swedish language, youth ministry, and 
Bible, and spent 4 months as an intern in Sweden. He finished college (North Park) this fall and prior 
to that was commissioned as a short-term missionary by The Evangelical Covenant Church. Joe grew 
up in the North Easton church and had Alynne MacLean as a Sunday School teacher. No wonder he 
has a heart for missions. 
 One might ask, why Sweden? (As I did.) After all, is that not where our church started? Why 
do they need missionaries? Unfortunately, as in many European countries, which used to be the bed-
rock of faith, churches are now empty, people are not looking to God as the foundation of their lives 
but looking in all the wrong places. According to the European Believers Report, 96% of the popula-
tion of Sweden have not “chosen a personal, obedient relationship with Jesus, the only way to God 
and eternal life in heaven.”  Missionaries are needed in Sweden, a fact God made abundantly clear to 
me. 

 Joe is leaving for Sweden in either January or February this year,                    
depending on all documents being ready. His plan is to serve for two years 
with the children and youth of Fisher’s Creek International Church in Gothen-
burg and to share Christ with the Swedes and internationals as God provides 
the opportunity. 
 Joe has raised his financial support. As of the last letter I had from him, 
he stated that he did not have many promises of prayer support. So, on your 
behalf, I promised that this church would pray for him. Prayer support for a 
missionary is essential. Please pray for Joe on a regular basis. See what God 

can do in Sweden through Joe and through us as we support and pray for Joe Davis. 

MISSIONS 

A BIG THANK YOU 
Thank you church family for 
supporting the CHIC 2012 
Christmas wreath fundraiser.  
We had a great response with a 
lot of help making the bows and 
also had a lot of fun assembling 
the wreaths.  
                        Thanks again.                                    
               Joann Cousin 

THANK YOU 

Thanks to the church community 
for the monetary gift at Christmas. 
It was very kind of you to remem-
ber me in this way.   I appreciate 
your care and support. Peace and 
Joy!  
             Donna Costa,  
                  Administrative Assistant 

ANGEL TREE 
 Many thanks to all who participated in our Angel Tree gift purchases. There were a lot of 
awesome packages under that tree, in all sizes. Good things come in small and big packages and 
those in between.  
 As we delivered the gifts, we saw some excited children and grandparents. Please pray for the 
child to whom you gave a gift. Each child also received a gift of evangelistic literature and each               
family was given an information sheet on our church's ministry.  
 Thank you Nancy and Brian McCarthy for making 3 deliveries in Bridgewater. Frank Mac-
Lean and I delivered to West Bridgewater and Whitman, and Joann and Jim Cousin delivered to 
Rockland. Thank you Janet Fredlund for making phone calls and coordination of gifts. God bless all.                          
          Karin O’Connor 



PERSPECTIVES   
- a course on the World Christian Movement 

 Perspectives is a unique course of 15     
lessons which help you dive deeply into the       
unfolding story of God's purpose for His people. 
The course will give you insight into God's        
unchanging purpose; a look at events and people 
God has used to extend his kingdom; a perspective 
on how the Gospel is understood, received and 
lived out in different cultures; AND a look at how 
you can play a role in God's global purpose. 
 For more information on Perspectives 
check out www.PERSPECTIVES.org  or speak to 
an alumna of this course who highly recommends 
it: Lucky MacLean or Karin O’Connor. 
 The next course is coming to a town near 
you through the host church, Free Evangelical   
Fellowship, located at 604 Foundry Street, South 
Easton, MA.  College credit can be given,                        
undergraduate or graduate. 
 Starting date:   Sunday, January 17th                              
                         6:30-9:30 pm 
 Contact:  Sandra Puccio                                  
   508-821-9537 
 

 

“You Are Witnesses of These Things”“You Are Witnesses of These Things”“You Are Witnesses of These Things”“You Are Witnesses of These Things”    

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

January 18-25, 2010 

The theme of this year’s observance of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, sponsored by the Graymoor Ecumenical &       
Interreligious Institute, is “You are Witnesses of These Things”  
(Luke 24:48). Through the week and all of 2010, join Christians 
everywhere in praying “that they may all be one,” joining our 
prayer with that of the Lord Jesus Christ.                                                 
For more information, go to: www.geii.org 

COMMUNITY COVENANT COFFEE HOUSE 
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