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 WEATHER ALERT! 
During inclement weather, to find out if our 
worship and ministry events are cancelled, turn 
to television station WCVB, channel 5.  Their 
website,  www.thebostonchannel.com, will also 
have the  closing information. You may also 
sign up to have closing information delivered to 
you by email or a cell phone text message. 



From the Pastor’s Desk: 

“Lent…a Season of Bent Light”   
“ Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross                    

and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,  
but whoever loses his life for me will find it.’”  

Matthew  16:24- 25 

Since Ash Wednesday began on February 17th, we are now fully into the season of Lent for the whole month 
of March.  As you might be aware, on the Christian calendar Lent is the season in which the church focuses on 
Jesus Christ’s movement toward the cross and His death on Good Friday.  During this season, we specifically 
hear from God’s Word about the truth and power of Christ’s suffering and sacrifice and how we too are called 
to “take up our cross and carry it.” 

But when we speak of the cross (suffering and sacrifice), we often associate it with the reality of darkness and 
all that entails: the darkness of sin in the world as well as our own personal sin;  the darkness of physical,  
emotional, and spiritual pain; the darkness of death; the darkness of everything that the cross represents.  Since 
this is darkness, we assume that there is no light.  And since God is light, we presume or at least function as if 
Christ’s light is totally absent. 

But is it? 

At my monthly gathering with Covenant pastors from the Boston area, we had a wonderful time reflecting on 
this idea.  Specifically, we began by someone mentioning Krysta Brumberg Stevens’ column in the February 
issue of The Covenant Companion.  (If I may divert for a moment and put in a plug for our denomination’s 
magazine…it is worth every penny.)  In her article, she submitted the idea that “Maybe Lent does not have to 
be dark…Maybe light during Lent is not darkened but bent.”  Did you hear that?  Light is not absent, maybe it 
is just bent.  Another pastor suggested that the light of Christ is fully present during Lent but we are in the 
shadow of the cross and therefore, we feel like there is no light.  But to see the light, we just have to peek 
around the cross.  Wow! 

This means that when we are in the darkest hour of life…dealing with pain and suffering, dealing with self-
doubt and doubts about God, dealing with senseless tragedies, dealing with disasters of huge magnitude like 
earthquakes and hurricanes, dealing with the devastation that is caused to innocent people because of others’ 
choices…we feel like there is no light to be found.  But the light is always there, it is just hidden by the 
shadow of the cross.   The darkness that we experience in life and that we speak of during Lent is not the     
absence of the light but the experience of light that is bent. 

The light is found when God gives us grace beyond our human strength to deal with tragedy and pain.  It is the 
grace God gives us to continue on when we must suffer the consequences due to our sinful choices.  It is the 
grace God gives us to find hope in the midst of disaster.  It is the grace God gives us to claim the truth that all 
things (even darkness) can work for good for those who love Him. 

It is the grace of God that gives us the strength to peek around the cross and see His light that has not dimin-
ished.   But we have to look for it.  We often have to walk right up to the cross, touch it, and pick it up so that 
we can see the light that is bent behind it.  The light is always here…even during Lent. 

May we each have the courage to peek around the cross and see His glorious light. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, March 6th   8:00 am 
All men are welcome to attend this monthly break-
fast on the first Saturday of each month. To RSVP, 
please call Tom Chiocca by Thursday, March 4th. 
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Covenant KIDS CLUB 
March 12th at 7 pm 

March 27th at EB YMCA at 4:15 pm 
Kids in grades 1-6 are invited to come to the Covenant KIDS CLUB. On Friday, March 12th, we’ll have song 
singing, game playing, snack eating and lesson learning. On Saturday, March 27th, we’ll have a pizza and pool 
party to conclude this year’s Covenant KIDS CLUB. Meet at the East Bridgewater YMCA at 4:15 pm for 
pizza and then we will swim from 5:30-6:30 pm. This event is FREE and the party will 

conclude by 7:00 pm. If you are planning to attend, permission and 
disclosure forms are available in the church office. Parents, if you 
have questions, please call Jolie LaValle at 508-577-9291 or email 
her at:  joliemorin@yahoo.com 

CAMP SQUANTO                     
THIS SUMMER  

Early bird deadline: March 1 st 
Looking for a great experience 

for your child this summer?  Camp Squanto needs 
to be first on your list.  Camp Squanto is our camp 
for children/youth (completed 1st – 12th grades) in 
Swanzey, NH.  It might be cold at Swanzey now 
but it will be a hot experience in Christ this sum-
mer. Pick up a brochure in the Narthex. 

Look inside for special offers, including $25 
discount for early bird registration by March 1st, 
and Family Pack specials. Financial assistance is 
also available. 
     Want to know more?  See Jim or Joann Cousin.  
They can give you all the hot details, or go to 
www.pilgrimpines.org. 

HI-LEAGUE “1 st SUNDAY”                                          
at the Olson’s 

SUNDAY MARCH 7 th     6:00 - 8:00 pm 
All 7 th - 12th grade students are welcome to come 
and join the fun of games, food, and just hanging 
out.  Mark your calendar on every “1 st Sunday” of 
the month.  Bring a friend.  See Pastor or Gabrielle  
Olson for more info. 

SET CLOCKS AHEAD                                                   
on Saturday, March 13th 

Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 am on                  
Sunday, March 14th.            
Remember to change 
your clocks before     
retiring for the night on 
Saturday, March 13th. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, March 20th      9:00 am 

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each 
month.  We meet from 9:00 to 10:30 am for                  
refreshments,  devotions, discussion, and prayer for 
one another.  All women are welcome from any 
church or background.  Those who regularly attend 
soon come to feel a bond with each other as well as 
the  blessings of support and  encouragement. 

���������	��
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STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING 

STARTS MARCH 18TH 
Riding a bike.   
Using a new computer program.   
Ironing a shirt. 
 Training is important whenever anyone 
learns a new skill. Training is important in Stephen 
Ministry too.  Before Stephen Leaders and Stephen 
Ministers begin their work, they go through a lot of 
training.  When they start their official ministry, 
they’re Ready. 
 The training class for Stephen Ministers is 
beginning March 18th. To find out more about what 
this ministry has to offer, contact Donna Halleran, 
Karl Smith or Pastor Olson. 
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Grace Duggan          1 
Marilyn Anderson    2 
Donna Halleran        4 
Katie Coles          5 
Randy LaFlamme     8 
David Ellis         13 

Jeremy LaFlamme   13 
Marjorie Gosse        14 
Ruth Carrigan          15 
Timothy O’Brien     15 
David Powers          16 
 

Kathy Donahue        17 
Roy Gray          17 
Patricia Sawyer        17 
Aubrey Cheney        23 
Laura Keith          23 
 

Dana Cheney        24 
Halle Leanues        24 
Janette Warren       24 
Beth Miltner        29 
Lily Caylor        31 
Gerry Ellis        31 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
     The deadline for the April 

2010 issue of the                         
CORNERSTONE is  March 
22nd at 2:00 pm. Items can be 

dropped at the church office, or 
submitted electronically by            

e-mailing to:                               
office@communitycovenant 

    If sending by e-mail, please 
save as word or text document 

with no formatting.                
Thank you….. 

THANK YOU 
To the Community Covenant Church 
family: 
A sincere -- although belated --  
thank you for your prayers, cards and 
encouragement following my        
December surgery. I was able to en-
joy Christmas and return to work in 
January with Arvid's assistance. I 
thank God for all of you.                                                  
Nancy Ohlen 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 
“High Seas Expedition”    August 2-6 
Although there is snow 

on the ground and we’re bundled 
up in winter coats, we have 
started to think about Vacation 
Bible School!  This year’s VBS 
will be held during the week of 
August 2-6 from 9:00 am to 
noon.  We’re excited to be using Group’s “High 
Seas Expedition” curriculum.  It is a great program, 
and it promises to be a wonderful week for children 
as they explore the mighty love of God!  To find out 
more about the High Seas Expedition theme, please 
visit http://highseas.group.com.  
 If you have a desire to share the good news 
of Jesus’ love with the children in our church and 
community, we have a spot for you on our VBS 
team!  Among specific volunteer roles needing to be 
filled are “Crew leader” and “Craft leader.” If you 
have questions or would like to volunteer, please 
contact VBS co-directors Betti Buzzee 
(bbuzzee3@yahoo.com) or Ruth Carrigan 
(rwcarrigan@comcast.net).   

��
��
	����	���

�	�������������������������������� ����
�
���
���
	������

������������������������

�����
�	���
���������	���
�
��������������� !"�##��$�%�&'��(��� ���������������� ���������

�)� ��)!�*+��,- �*)����	) .))��
�����������	�
������
��������
������

���� ����	�
	� ��
���
��
�� ������	
� ���
�����
	� ��
��� ���� 
��� 
��� ��������
��
������
	��
������
��
�����
��
������������
	���� ��
���� �� ��
�
	� ����� �
� �����
����

��� �
�� �� ���
��������� ��!���
��
�
��!���
�� �
� "��������#� � �����$�!$����� ��
�
���
� ����� ��� �� 	���
� 
���� 
�� ����
� �����
����
� 
��� ��
��
����� ��� ���	���� ��
�����
!�

�!
� ��
�� ����%�
�� 
��&'� ����
���� �
��
����� ����
� ���� ���� !�
� ��� �
(��(��� �
�

�����
���������
	����)�!
�#��������(�

����
����� ��� !���	��� ��
� ���!�� ��� ����
��*� ���
���+�� ��$�� 
�� �

�
��� � ������� !�

�!
� �
��
��� ���� 
����� ���
��� ���� ����	
���
� �
���
���
����
��
�
��������������������

BLOOD               
PRESSURE    

SCREENING 
Sunday,              

March 21st                        
      12:15 pm 

Please come to the library fol-
lowing worship on the third 
Sunday of the month. Blood 
pressure screening is offered 
to help us care for our health. 
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UPDATE FROM JOE DAVIS, MISSIONARY TO SWEDEN 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Greetings from Gothenburg, Sweden: The work here is progressing steadily -- 
with God's help, I have gotten a Monday evening Bible study for students age 
14+ started up; the long-term curriculum for the Wednesday night youth group 
is starting to take shape; I am getting settled into my role as part-time leader 
with the Swedish youth group on Fridays; the youth fun events on alternate Sat-
urdays have been going well (this past Saturday we watched a movie called 
Mirrormask and discussed living in God's truth); and the work with the Sunday 
School is taking shape (yesterday I taught the younger children for the first time 
and had my first official meeting for teachers).   
Praises: 
1. I have had the opportunity to help Hao, a man from China, move into his new 
apartment and to give him a Bible, which he was very thankful to receive.  (He 
said it was the only Chinese New Year gift he received this year.)  Though not 
yet a  believer, he has continued attending church at the local Chinese church, 
and seems to be coming closer and closer to faith in Christ.  (Last night he told 
me that he was thinking about God's free gift of grace, and it motivated him to 
help a friend.) 
2. The youth ministry is going well.  Students are coming, participating, and 
growing in their understanding of God.  And they are walking with God outside 
of youth group activities. Recently one told me how taking a moment to worship 
God in school helped him find peace, and some students are helping me select a 
short message that one of them will knit onto my hat to help me share the Gos-
pel. 
3. As I get to know some of the young adults here, I am gradually developing a 
bit of a social life, which is helping me to get more "settled in" here. 
Prayer requests: 
1. That God would keep me close to Him and far from sin. 
2. That God would use me to build up the youth in their faith in Christ, and to 
share the Gospel. 
3. That God would continue to help me get adjusted here in Sweden. 
4. That God would help two of my students, a boy and a girl, and their family as 
they adjust to their new life in China.  (They just moved from Sweden to China 
a few days ago -- this kind of transition is very common in the international 
church here, and extremely sad for everyone involved.)  Thank you for all your 
prayers and support.                                                  Your brother in Christ, Joe 

WELCOME BABY UPDATE 
 During the first two weeks of February, Esther Garland, Mabel Sawyer and I delivered 
twenty-one gift bags to East Bridgewater families with new babies. Once again we were warmly 
welcomed. Many people express how pleased they are at this gesture of kindness and  the thought-
fulness of those who create the hats, booties and carriage robes. A special "Thank you" to the        
unknown teacher whose class made Welcome cards for the bags we delivered in November. The 
children sent a wonderful message of Jesus' love. 
 As many of you continue to knit and crochet and to donate baby wipes, diapers, gift bags and 
financial support, I am amazed at how this truly is a ministry of the entire church family, not just 
one committee. Donations are welcome from everyone and can be placed in the basket under the 
Secret Sisters table or given to Mabel, Esther, Karin O'Connor or me. Please label items with your 
name so I know whom to thank. And remember .... We really appreciate your prayers for us and the 
families we visit.                                                                        Nancy Ohlen, Missions and Outreach 

 

MORE MISSION 
NEWS ON THE 
MISSIONS AND 

OUTREACH                
BULLETIN 

BOARD 

* Newsletter from 
the Swanson’s 

* February news 
from Cathy              
Campobello 

* News from the 
Kaiser’s who are 
planning for their 
assignment to 
Uganda this              
summer 



SAVE THE DATES: 
SCIENCE WITH A MISSION (SMI) 

SPRING EVENTS 
The Science with a Mission Quilt Show is 
Saturday, April 17th, and the SMI Live 
Auction is Saturday, May 1st. Both events 

will be held at Covenant Community Church, North Easton. 
If you have a quilt(s) you’d like to enter, speak to Dona 
Halleran, Katie Sanford, or Ruth Carrigan. Donna Halleran 
will have honey and other bee products at both events. All 
proceeds raised from these events will benefit SMI. Please 
save the dates and watch for more details. 

                  COMMUNICATION FROM YOUR CCC                          
LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 After the snow storm at the end 
of December, 2009, Community   
Covenant Church experienced ice 
dams and roof leaks that caused exten-

sive water damage in the Library,  Narthex, Church Office, 
Pastor’s Office, Hallway entrance to the Multi-Purpose 
Room, Sanctuary, and the coat closet area.  The Leadership 
Team received a proposal for work needed to be done to  
correct the problems that contributed to this extensive water 
damage.  
 A vote was taken by the Leadership Team at its  
January 5th meeting to “declare an emergency for the purpose 
of spending an unbudgeted expense of $4,875.00  without 
congregational approval from the undesignated funds, and to 
contract with CIFM Roofing of Waltham, to install thirteen 
(manual and motorized) roof vents according to their        
proposal” and to caulk the ventilation pipes.  This work has 
already been completed, making immediate corrections and 
preventing any future damage by winter  storms.   
 A claim was filed with our insurance company for all 
the water damage, which currently is being reviewed. The 
church’s financial books for 2009 closed in the black with 
$6,596.79 on hand and  these repairs will be  paid out of that 
surplus, leaving a balance of $1,721.79.  
 On a follow up note, CIFM Roofing Company spent 
many hours looking over our physical building and made 
several recommendations about other non-emergency      
concerns. These future projects will need to be undertaken to 
remain good stewards of God’s house.   
 If you have any questions, concerns or comments, 
please speak to Leadership Team Chair Frank MacLean or 
Vice-chair Donna Halleran. 
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THE CORNERSTONE 

is a publication of 

Community Covenant Church 
400 Pleasant Street 

East Bridgewater, MA  02333 
Phone: (508) 583-3360 

E-mail:  office@communitycovenant.com 
Website: www.communitycovenant.com 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Donald C. Olson, Pastor 

Charles Dillingham, Minister of 
Music & Worship 

Susan Reilley, Accompanist 
Donna Costa, Administrative Assistant 
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