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From the Pastorôs Computer ï 

ñHave You Noticed It?ò 

 

 ñAbove all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the  

Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you,  

I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose,  

fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News.ò 

Philippians 1:27 (NLT) 

 

 In my June, 2013 newsletter article, I mentioned that your Leadership Team has been reading and 

discussing the book ñHow Churches and Leaders Can Get it and Keep itò by Craig Groeschel.  We 

affectionately call the book ñIt.ò  At that time, I just mentioned one truth that impacted me...that we must 

always keep our mission before us.  The mission of Community Covenant Church is to: ñglorify God, reach 

non-believers, and develop all Godôs children into mature disciples of Jesus Christ.ò  This is still very 

important and we need to keep reminding ourselves of our mission.  But there is more.   

 Now this is the time to share with you the main premise of the book ñIt.ò  The question is, ñwhen does 

a church have it?ò  It is hard to define.  Yet, when you visit a church, you know whether it is present or not.  It 

is something you sense.  Yet, it is more than a feeling or an attitude.  One also knows when a church does not 

have it.  So what is it? 

 It is hard to define.  At the same time, Craig Groeschel identifies several qualities found in the people 

of a church that has it.  There is a unique combination of: 

¶ Passion for the presence of God, especially in worship 

¶ A deep craving to reach the lost 

¶ Sincere integrity 

¶ Sprit-filled faith in Jesus Christ 

¶ Down-to-earth humility 

¶ Brokenness before God 

 Is that an awesome list, or what?  Recently, I have sensed that it is present and growing in our church.  

I am not saying that it was absent before.  I am just saying that it seems to be more present. There is a new 

vitality that is contagious.  Why do I say this?  Because this is what is happening: 

¶ Our prayer life is deepening and more evident.  Maybe it is because we are all using the 50-day Prayer 

Devotional.  Maybe the 24-hour prayer vigil has ignited us to what can happen with we are united in 

prayer, seeking God.   

¶ There are several new young families attending.  They want a faith that is alive.  They want to learn and 

grow in Christ.  Their children bring more activity and noise.  This is a good noise! 

¶ Interest remains high in our Small Group Ministryénew leadersénew topicséadditional commitments 

to attending a small group. 

¶ Clearer focus on our churchôs missioné.to reach people for Christ and help everyone grow in their 

relationship with Christ. 

¶ Clearer Vision to Fulfill the Mission.  For years, many have dreamed for the day when we would hire a 

Young Adult and Youth Pastor.  The time is now.  Clearly God has led us to this defining moment in our 

churchôs history.  God has been and will be faithful. 

¶ Covenant KIDS CLUB has taken another step forward through new staff and programming. 

¶ There is a renewed interest to be in Godôs Wordéin small groups and Adult Sunday School. 

 

What do you think?  Have you sensed it?  It is Godôs presence.  It is Godôs people growing and 

yearning to be Christôs people.  It is exciting.  It is Godôs time.  It is Godôs people responding in faith and 

commitment. It is here.  May we continue to move forward so that it remains. 

 

        Desiring more of it with you, 
             Pastor Don Olson    



  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

John DeLano  1 

Jeanne Brown  2 

Janet Ek   4 

Greg Sandford  4 

Dennis Packard  9 

Carol Parenteau  11 

Carolyn Luther  12 

Betty Howard  14 

Zachary Snow  15 

Brian Milligan  16 

Ellen Anderson  17 

Evelyn Fleming  17 

Luc Djousse  17 

Abbey Sawyer  19 

Lee Stewart  20 

Kent Coffey  22 

Chuck Pierce  23 

Tom Parenteau  24 

Marie Syverson  27 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE 

    The deadline for the November 2013 issue of 

the CORNERSTONE is October 21st. Please 

drop off items to the church office, or email 

them unformatted to: 

office@communitycovenant.com 

HONEY FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Date: Friday, October 11th 

 7:00 pm 

Place: Community Covenant 

 Church 

Will Benefit: Science With a 

 Mission 

Cost: Tickets $10 advance/ 

 $15 door 

 

Come explore your taste buds and learn about the 

different tastes and textures of amazing honey from 

around the world. This event is family friendly 

with gifts, prizes and games. See Ruth Carrigan or 

Donna Halleran for tickets.  
This is a SMI Board endorsed event. 

LETTERS FOR HEART-TO-HEART 

 Letters, birthday cards, and Christmas cards 

will be sent on October 7th to the children of Heart-

to-Heart Village. 

 The July to December birthdays are posted 

on the bulletin board. This is the time to send 

birthday cards to those children. 

 On September 22 and 29, and October 6, I 

will have cards available. You may also leave notes 

and cards in the envelope on the bulletin board. 

Mabel Sawyer 

HEATING THE CHURCH BUILDING 
The Facilities Ministry 

Team  is planning to turn 

the heating system on in the 

church building on Sunday, 

October 21st.  Please dress 

accordingly (and children, 

too) when you come to the church for worship or 

any program. Thanks! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, October 6:  Commitment Sunday 

Sunday, October 20: Celebration Sunday 

   Celebration Meal 

For details, please visit communitycovenant.com 

PRAYER WALK 

Wednesday, October 15, 7:00 pm 

Please join a Prayer Walk at the new East 

Bridgewater Jr./Sr. High School. We will meet in 

the foyer in front of the main office and walk 

through the halls of the new school praying for 

God's presence and protection for the students, 

faculty, and all that happens in the building.  This is 

sponsored by Team Unity, a Christian fellowship of 

people from all the churches in the community. 


